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The 199-acre Kīlauea Point National Wildlife Refuge was established in 1985 and is managed by 
the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service to: 
 
1) Protect and enhance migratory seabirds and threatened and endangered species, including the 
nēnē (Hawaiian goose) and ‘a‘o (Newell’s shearwater) populations and their habitats; 
2) Preserve and maintain the historical integrity of the area, including the 1913 Kīlauea Lighthouse 
and lighthouse keepers’ homes, which were listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 
1979; 
3) Conduct interpretation and environmental education activities on Hawaiian wildlife, site history, 
and the National Wildlife Refuge System;  
4) Promote fish and wildlife-oriented recreational opportunities and the overall protection of natural 
resources; and 
5) Conserve native coastal strand, riparian, and aquatic biological diversity. 
 
The original 31 acres, on which the lighthouse stands, were transferred from the U.S. Coast Guard 
when the refuge was originally established in 1985.  In 1988, the refuge was expanded to include 
the Crater Hill parcel (primarily donated by the Pali Moana Corporation) and Mōkōlea Point.   
 
The refuge is located on the northern-most point of Kaua‘i and the Main Hawaiian Islands and on a 
portion of the former Kīlauea volcanic vent and includes a spectacular 568-foot ocean bluff. Kīlauea 
Point is home to thousands of migratory and resident seabirds. The refuge is used by Laysan 
albatross, red-footed boobies, red- and white-tailed tropicbirds, great frigatebirds, wedge-tailed 
shearwaters, Pacific golden plover, endangered nēnē, threatened ‘a‘o, and pueo (Hawaiian short-
eared owl).   
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In the National Marine Sanctuary waters offshore, humpback whales, threatened green sea turtles, 
and endangered Hawaiian Monk seals may be spotted. Native plants are grown in an on-site nursery 
in an ongoing effort to eliminate alien species and restore native coastal communities. Cultural and 
natural resources are interpreted by staff, volunteers, Visitor Center and Contact Station displays, 
and trail signs.   
 
Visitors can also browse through the Visitor Center bookstore/gift shop, which is run by a non-
profit friends group, the Friends of Kaua‘i Wildlife Refuges (FKWR). The FKWR assists the refuge 
in providing environmental education and Hawaiian wildlife and cultural programs. 
 
The focus of Refuge management is to expand and enhance existing habitat for those species the 
refuge protects, while combating the primary threats of invasive species and allowing for public 
uses that are compatible with Refuge purposes and the National Wildlife Refuge System mission. 
The lighthouse, as well as easy access to wildlife viewing and dramatic ocean and cliff views, 
makes this Refuge a top attraction on the island. Kīlauea Point NWR is one of the most visited 
refuge within the entire System with up to 400,000 people visiting annually. 
 
Visiting hours: Wednesday through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. We are closed Sunday through 
Tuesday and on most major Federal holidays. To better manage high visitation demand and limited 
parking availability we have implemented a timed entry reservation system in order to meet the 
CDC, state and local guidance related to COVID-19. All adults need a reservation and will be 
required to pay the $1.00 reservation fee per person (children 15 and under are free and do not need 
a reservation). Entrance is $10 and we honor America The Beautiful passes and Duck Stamps. 
Visitation at the Refuge is self-guided. The overlook at the end of Kīlauea Road is always 
accessible to view Kīlauea Point and the lighthouse from a distance. Due to COVID, Lighthouse 
Tours have been temporarily suspended. Reservations can be made through: 
https://www.recreation.gov/ticket/facility/300018 
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